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Dear all, 
 
As you know from my previous communication, no nominations were received for the 
General Secretary's post. Also, there were only three nominations for joint 
secretaries against four posts.  Moreover, there was a contest for the post 
of President between Dr Pankaj Kaul and Shri Gurvinder Singh Wadhavan. 
 
1. The undersigned asked to arrange for the ballot to conduct the elections for the 
post of president. 
However, members wanted to question candidates and on behalf of the members, 
Shri Balvan Mehla asked both the candidates to know from them why they wanted to 
contest. Both presented their points of view.  
 
2. Members were keen to avoid the contest between the two. After some discussion 
and various proposals, Shri Wadhavan retired from the contest leaving Dr Kaul as 
the sole candidate in the fray.  It was decided, therefore, the closure of the balloting 
process and Dr Kaul was declared elected as President of JFMTI for the second 
term. 
 
3. Then the question of filling the posts of General Secretary and one Joint Secretary 
was taken up. There was a proposal to call for the fresh nominations for the post but 
ultimately it was decided that such a formality might not get a better result and it 
would cause unnecessary delay and uncertainty. 
 
4. It was therefore decided to seek nomination and vote by show of 
hands.  Accordingly, only one name of Shri Gurvinder Singh Wadhavan was 
proposed and seconded. Members happily thumped tables. Shri Wadhavan, who had 
retired from the contest for the post of the president. accepted the decision of the 
house. The undersigned declared him elected to the post of the General Secretary. 
 
5. next was the one post of Joint Secretary for which Shri Balvan Mehla's name was 
proposed, seconded and unanimously approved by all. 
 
6. Shri Kaptan Singh also proposed the names of other Vice Presidents from 
respective streams and approved by the house. 
 
The following is the new body for 2017-19. 
 
Dr Pankaj Kaul - President 
Shri Mohan Lal Bhagwat Senior Vice President 
Shri Gurvinder Singh Wadhavan Gen. Secretary 
Shri Ramesh Duhan Joint Secretary 
Ms Kirti Sharma Joint Secretary 
Shri Fakruddin Ahmed Joint Secretary 
Shri Balvan Mehla Joint Secretary 
Shri Hari Mohan Jangid, Treasurer 
 



(The  General Secretary  Shri Wadhavan may please announce the approved names 
of Vice Presidents) 
 
At the end of the election process, the assembly converted itself into an open house 
meeting. Members led by Shri Wadhavan 
profusely thanked Shri Kaptan Singh who was till then the General Secretary from 
the day of inception of the  JFMTI. Everyone felt that his services were very 
important. Shri Kaptan Singh, in response, explained his reasons for not contesting 
the elections. He said it was important to establish the democratic traditions where an 
individual was not more important than the organisation itself. He assured that 
members should have no doubt about his active participation. he said, the holding a 
post or not, was a secondary issue for him. 
 
The undersigned, now in the capacity of the national adviser to JFMTI suggested 
that the new body should continue to engage Kaptan Singh to benefit from his 
experience and be made the Chief Spokesperson of the JFMTI. Members 
unanimously approved the suggestions and encouraged the outgoing General 
Secretary to accept the request. He accepted to be the part of the new body as 
Chief Spokesperson. 
 
It is necessary to  clarify the new development: 
 
Chief Spokesperson is not a new post. It is only a way of saying thanks to  Kaptan 
Singh for his priceless services and his efforts to set high democratic traditions. This 
post will remain there as long as Kaptan Singh desires. It is not bound by the time 
limit. The former General Secretary will participate as Chief Spokesperson in all 
meetings like any other elected or appointed member and enjoy all rights of such a 
member. He will also represent FMTI at the government and press level.  
Meeting dispersed after a delicious lunch. 
 
General Secretary may please see that this note is circulated as far and wide as 
may be necessary. 
 
Thank you all for your cooperation in my duty as the Election Officer. 
 
Regards 
 
Dipak Dholakia 

  
 


